1566               SEVEN MARTYRS AT SAMOSATA           [DEC. 9

the public accounts and civil affairs; but in reality to have the favour of
speaking to you in private, begging your intercession with God, for whom
you die, and desiring your blessing for this city and ourselves." The
martyrs gave their blessing, and harangued the people that were assembled.
The emperor was informed, and sent a reprimand to the magistrates for
suffering the martyrs to speak to the people. Their excuse was, that they
durst not forbid it for fear of a tumult.

The emperor ascending his tribunal would again see the martyrs; but
found their resolution unshaken. He therefore ordered seven crosses to
be erected over against the gate of the city, and again conjured Hipparchus
to obey. The venerable old man, laying his hand upon his bald head, said,
" As this, according to the course of nature, cannot be again covered with
hair, so never shall I change or conform to your will on this point."
Maximian commanded a goat's skin to be fastened with sharp nails upon
his head; then jeering said, " See, your bald pate is now covered with
hair; sacrifice, therefore, according to the terms of your own condition."
The martyrs were hoisted on their crosses; and at noon several ladies came
out of the city, and having bribed the guards with money, obtained leave
to wipe the faces of the martyrs, and to receive their blood with sponges
and linen cloths. Hipparchus died on the cross in a short time. James,
Romanus, and Lollianus expired the next day, being stabbed by the soldiers
whilst they hung on their crosses. Philotheus, Habibus, and Paragrus
were taken down from their crosses whilst they were living. The emperor
being informed that they were yet alive, commanded huge nails to be
driven into their heads. This was executed with such cruelty that their
brains were thrust out through their noses and mouths. Maximian ordered
that their bodies should be dragged by the feet and thrown into the
Euphrates. But Bassus, a rich Christian, redeemed them privately from the
guards for seven hundred denarij, and buried them in the night at his
farm in the country. The Acts of their martyrdom were compiled by a
priest, who says he was present in a mean garb when the holy martyrs
gave their blessing to their citizens. See these authentic acts, written by
the priest who was eye-witness to their sufferings, published in Chaldaic
by Steph, Assemani, Act. Mart, t. ii. p. 123.

The following feasts are celebrated on December g :

ST FELIX OF VALOIS is honoured in England on this date: ST LEOCADIA, martyr, highly
reverenced in Spain. She was a native of Toledo and was greatly tormented for the faith. She
died in prison praying to be united to her friend St Eulalia, after she had heard of the glorious
death of that servant of God. ST PETER FOURIER : known as " the good father of Mattaincourt,"
his birth-place, of which he became the parish priest. By his prayers, teaching and example
he restored religion to a corrupt district. He instituted a mutual help bank as well as pious
societies, founded the Order of Notre Dame to teach poor girls, reformed the Canons Regular in
Lorraine and brought back many Calvinists to the faith. This saint called all Protestants
" poor strangers." He died in exile and was canonized in 1897: THE SEVEN MARTYRS OF
SAMOSATA (297). These were ST HIPPARCHUS, ST PHILOTHEA, ST JAMES, ST PARAGRUS, Sx
HABEBUS, ST ROMANUS and ST LOIXIANUS, the two first being noblemen and the last-named five
much younger persons of consequence in Samosata, on the banks of the Euphrates: and ST
B, Abbess (990),